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Ithaca Faculty Jazz
Gregory Evans, drums
Catherine Gale, vocal
Mike Titlebaum, saxophone
Nicholas Walker, bass
Ford Hall
Thursday, February 3, 2011
8:15 p.m.
Program
Program to be selected from the following:
Message In a Bottle Sting
Kathelin Grey Ornette Coleman and Pat Metheny
Too Many Things Mike Titlebaum
I Mean You Thelonious Monk
Monk's Dream Thelonious Monk
Evidence Thelonious Monk
Fascinatin' Rhythm George and Ira Gershwin
Puttin' On The Ritz Irving Berlin
(untitled) Gregory Evans
Biographies
Gregory Evans
Gregory Evans, a native of Syracuse, New York is currently in his
second year as a percussion graduate teaching assistant at Ithaca
College. He teaches drumset lessons and conducts the Monday Lab
Band. Evans received his bachelors degree from Manhattan School of
Music (’09) in Jazz studies. Evans’ playing can be heard on multiple
recordings with Remington (Blue Collar Music), Turkuaz
(GalaxySmith) and the Danny Rivera Big Band. Evans has also shared
the stage with artists such as The Count Basie Orchestra, Jonathan
Batiste, Terence Blanchard, Chick Corea, Joey DeFrancesco, Kurt
Elling, Robin Eubanks, Jimmy Heath, Joe Magnarelli, Eric Marienthal,
John Pizzarelli, Dave Samuels, and Allen Vizzutti. He is also a
co-founder of the Remington Rock Camp and is also a co-owner of
Blue Collar Music LLC.
Catherine Gale
Catherine Gale was raised in a family of musicians and has been
singing since the age of three. She attended Oberlin College, and
completed her Bachelor of Music degree at Manhattan School of Music.
For over 10 years she was a freelance singer in and around New York
City, performing with a variety of groups including The Warren Vache
Quintet, The Peter Deutchen Orchestra, Manhattan Sound, The Bronx
Arts Ensemble, The Swing Mavens, and Richard Connick. She also
frequently performs with her own band.  Though much of her work is as
a featured singer, Ms Gale has always been a fan of, and a performer in
jazz vocal groups. She toured extensively with Swing Fever, and over
the years has been a member of such groups as The Swing Syndicate,
Lance Hayward Singers, New Voice of Hope, and Sharp Five. In
addition to performing, Ms. Gale was on the faculty of New York
University as a professor of jazz voice from 1998 to 2008, and currently
directs the Vocal Jazz Ensemble at Ithaca College.
Mike Titlebaum
Saxophonist/composer/arranger Mike Titlebaum is Director of Jazz
Studies at Ithaca College, where he directs large jazz ensembles,
coaches small combos, teaches jazz saxophone and courses in jazz
improvisation, arranging, pedagogy and history. He is the founding
member of the Ithaca Jazz Quartet and the creator of the Ithaca College
Jazz Ensemble Composition Contest and the Ithaca All-Star Jazz
Invitational for aspiring high school jazz musicians.  He was born and
raised in Rochester, NY, where he earned his BM in Saxophone
Performance from the Eastman School of Music in 1991, as well as the
coveted Performer's Certificate in Saxophone. He received his MM in
1992 from Eastman in Jazz and Contemporary Media. As a student, he
won nine "DeeBee" awards from DownBeat magazine in multiple
categories, including Jazz Performance (on both saxophone and
trumpet), Classical Performance, Jazz Arranging, and Jazz
Composition. In 1994, Titlebaum moved to New York City where he
enjoyed a very diverse career. He played in many of New York’s world
famous musical venues, including the Blue Note, Smalls, Augies,
Fez/Time Café and the infamous CBGB's as well as the pit orchestra of
the Broadway musical "Cats."
Nicholas Walker
Nicholas Walker is a musical omnivore, a musician who brings a broad
range of training and experience to the double bass - classical and jazz,
modern and baroque, solo recitals, chamber ensembles, and orchestral
work. His enthusiasm and aptitude transcend arbitrary musical
boundaries. Walker studied bass withPaul Ellison (BM at Rice
University), François Rabbath (Performance & Teaching diplomas from
L’Institu François Rabbath at the Nadia Boulanger Conservatoire de
Paris on a Fulbright Scholarship), and Joe Carver (MM at Stony Brook
University); he earned his doctorate in early music at Stony Brook
University with the viola da gamba. Walker toured for two years with
saxophone legend, Illinois Jacquet, among many other rewarding
collaborations in jazz. He has been featured on a dozen CDs, three as a
leader. His composition EADG for Solo Bass won the ISB composition
prize in 1997, and he has performed his two double bass concertos, Pop
Song for Double Bass and String Orchestra, and A Grease Fantasy, at a
number of venues, most recently with the Cornell Chamber Orchestra.
Walker leads an exciting career as a freelance musician, composer, and
the double bass professor at Ithaca College. Recently Walker has played
with the Handel & Haydn Society Orchestra in Boston, and the St.
Petersburg Chamber Philharmonic, in Russia. In October he will
present a recital of "crossover" music from North and South America at
the International Double Bass Festival in Berlin, Germany. In
December he will premiere a new concerto by Dana Wilson with
Jeffrey Meyer and the Ithaca College Symphony Orchestra. Walker
lives in Ithaca with his wife, Katherine and their three-year old
daughter, Clara.
